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Update regarding funding of Light for the Blind in India

The trustees of the Light for the Blind (LFTB) UK charity wish to update you on the current
situation regarding the transfer of funds by the charity to LFTB India.
Some of you will be aware of anti-Christian sentiment in some sections of the Indian
population in recent years. Some time ago, LFTB’s licence to receive charitable donations
from overseas was suspended because of this.
LFTB India, led by Fr Thomas, has pursued a legal process to have this suspension
overturned. In February this year the Indian High Court ruled that the suspension was not
correct, and that the charity’s licence should be reinstated.
However, reinstatement still requires approval by the Indian government. Approval is
currently being sought but we do not know if or when this might be received.
Whilst this legal process has been taking place the UK charity has been unable to transfer
substantial sums to India. Consequently, funds being held in the UK have gradually increased.
As at the 31 August 2025 (the charity’s latest financial year end) approximately £162,000
was held in UK bank accounts.
Recently, and worryingly, a bill to withdraw licences for overseas donations for many Indian
charities is currently being discussed in the Indian parliament. Should this become law it
could have serious long-term consequences for UK charities’ ability to fund charitable
activities in India.
We want to make you aware of this situation so that you can make a personal decision as to
whether you wish to continue donating to Light for the Blind at this time.
We emphasise that the charity’s funds currently held in the UK are safe and are controlled by
the trustees. We are also (and have been for some time) pursuing other avenues to legally
transfer these funds to LFTB India.
To offset the lack of overseas donations, Fr. Thomas is focussing his time on local funding,
preaching at parishes throughout Tamil Nadu. This activity is enabling him to meet the
operating costs of the hospices but at present he is unable to fund capital and large
maintenance projects.
We will update you again when there are any significant developments to report. In the
meantime:
1. We thank you for your continuing support in caring for the poor and destitute
members of society; and
2. Can you please help us raise awareness of this issue by writing to your MP. If you
are able to do so, we have loaded a draft template on our website
(www.lightfortheblind.org.uk) for you to utilise.

If you have any questions arising from this update, please email light.4.the.blind@gmail.com
and we will try to answer them for you.
Best wishes,

Sheila Margreaves, Chair
On behalf of the trustees of Light for the Blind

Patron: The Rt. Rev. Marcus Stock Bishop of Leeds
William Dalrymple
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