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“As the Christmas season approaches, I am pleased to have this opportunity to express 
my esteem for Fr Thomas Rathappillil and all the staff, trustees and supporters of Light 
for the Blind. 

Amid the trials and seemingly never-ending suffering that we witness in our world, 
maybe we are also tempted to wonder how we can hope for better times. However, the 
birth of Our Lord Jesus Christ gives us the eternal hope that, not only will things be 
better beyond our imaginations, but that we are a redeemed people. The Advent Mass 
readings describe that various improbable circumstances will come to pass including a 
wolf dwelling with a lamb, a nursing child playing over the hole of a cobra, a virgin 
conceiving and bearing a son. We are challenged by these prophecies – in what we 
know of the world how can they possibly be? 

Yet we know with God, nothing is impossible, and so with great thanksgiving for the 
graces received during the Jubilee Year of Hope, we look forward to continuing in life as 
Pilgrims of Hope with sure confidence that, however improbable it seems, the birth of a 
baby in a stable is indeed the source of our hope and redemption. 

As patron of the charity, I wish to invoke the blessing of God upon all who support the 
work of Light for the Blind. I pray that the infant Jesus, the Light of the World, may bless 
all your efforts in the service of the poor and vulnerable. I wish you, your families and 
loved ones, a very happy and holy Christmas.” 

With every blessing

25th Anniversary Year – Thank you One and All

Chair: Sheila Margreaves
Secretary: Paul Tierney
Treasurer: Mark Wilkins
Committee: John O’Kane, Paula Norman, Nigel Smith

A sad farewell to Jill Harkin that joined us last year but we 
wish her well and good fortune in her future endeavours 
and her life in a new country.

We are seeking new Trustees to join us and help guide 
your Charity. Please see contact details overleaf. 

To our most generous donors, we are All extremely 
grateful, without whom Fr Thomas and his dedicated staff 
would be unable to provide care to the dying and destitute. 
May we wish you a Happy Holy Christmas and Healthy 
New Year.

Paleswarem Hospice



If you are a tax payer and do not have a Gift Aid Declaration in place, please make contact 

and request a GAD Form, this will enable the charity to claim 25p in every pound donated.

 

  

 Recap of the 25 Years from Fr. Thomas

Mrs Myrtle Watkins and 
Fr Thomas  Rathappillil,
Joint Founder Members of
Light for the Blind

Please send cheques made payable 
“Light for the Blind” and post to:

Mark Wilkins, Treasurer

1 Highgate Croft, Cononley, Keighley, BD20 8JQ
Email : light.4.the.blind@gmail.com
Web: www.lightfortheblind.org.uk
Or Telephone Shiela Margreaves 07967 485 967 
Please remember if you are no longer a tax payer to 
contact the treasurer to amend your details.
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India has the highest percentage of blindness in the world, mostly caused by neglected cataracts. 
People in villages who are exposed to constant bright sunlight can lose their eyesight due to this 
neglect. Due to my own poor health condition and in conjunction with Aravind Eye Hospital in Madurai- 
the largest eye hospital in the world, with the blessing of the Bishop, Mrs. Myrtle Watkins my missionary 
companion and I decided to help these poor needy people. Mr Herman Kuster a parishioner, Myrtle and 
I decided to start a Charity in Leeds, named "Light for the Blind" with Herman as secretary cum 
treasurer, Mr Michael O’Donald as its Chair and 10 member Trustees. 

The Trust, Light for the Blind was inaugurated at the End of July 2000, in the Leeds city Civic Hall.
In August 2000, Myrtle and I met the authorities of Aravind Eye Hospital who agreed to work with us. 
They trained 25 of young ophthalmic assistants in 3 weeks to identify cataracts. Light for the Blind 
helped more than 4000 patients every month which we did for 5 years until the Govt of India decided to 
make cataract operations free for the poor hence we decided to stop that service.

With God's guidance for another service, one day as Myrtle and I were leaving a local restaurant we 
noticed a man who’s flesh from one hand and one leg had fallen off, caused by neglected septicemia, he 
was trying to scoop some left over meals from the banana leaf in utter hunger. We decided to take him 
into the back of our car and helped him with a meal, with him in the car we drove through the city of 
Madurai and we noticed more than 4 cases in the hour.
That helped us decide that we would look after these people and was God's answer to our prayers for 
guidance. Sadly, next day this unnamed man died, but in dignity in the hands of our carer. Myrtle wrote 
out a cheque for £45k that day to start a new Hospice for similar cases. 
That was the start of what has now grown into 5 Hospices with 550 patients, more than 8,500 patients 
having been given a dignified funeral in our own purpose built cemetery.
 
After the sad loss of Herman Kuster, Barbara O’Donnel carried on his work but she too was taken to 
God's glory, The present incumbent, Mark Wilkins now has the time consuming responsibilities as 
Treasurers. The chairs were Michael O’Donald, followed by Geoff Headly and presently Sheila 
Margreaves. The work of secretary was carried out by Herman Kuster, Barbara O’Donnel, Charles 
Stones, Mark Wilkins, Peter Hendricks and the presently Paul Tierney. They all did and are doing 
herculean tasks, all for the Lord and His poorest of the poor. Myrtle, Michael, Geoff and Barbara, have 
gone for their eternal reward. May God bless them all with eternal joy with Angels and Saints! 
Thanks to the hard working and dedication of all we have been able to help more than 20,000 dying 
and destitute, of whom 8,500 of them have died in peace and dignity in our Hospices. We are ever 
grateful to the thousands of people in the UK who have supported us these 25 years with their financial 
help and countless others with their prayers. 
May God bless and reward them all! 
Ever gratefully, 
Fr.Thomas 

Here are some ideas on how you can support 
“Light for the Blind”
 * Electronic banking – see our website for details  
    Follow link to “Just Giving” on our website
 * Providing a one-off donation
 * Setting up a regular standing order
 * Initiating local fund-raising activities
 * Leaving a legacy in your will
 * Completing a Gift Aid form (If a Taxpayer)



Subject: Vital UK funding of Indian Charities in Grave Danger 
  
 
MP’s Name, 
I’m writing to you, my constituency MP, as a trustee of Light for the Blind, a UK charity 
supporting the dying and destitute in India. The charity is founded in Yorkshire and has 
many donors living in Skipton, particularly amongst the south Indian community attending 
the catholic churches in Skipton. 
  
You may be aware of increasing discrimination over recent years by the Indian government 
against non-Hindu minorities. The latest demonstration of this is proposed legislation 
currently before the Indian parliament (the Foreign Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA) 
Amendment Bill 2026), which would enable the Indian government to block all funding of 
local nonprofit organisations from overseas.  
  
It would also, and even more worryingly, allow the government to seize the assets of these 
organisations and sell them for the benefit of the public purse. The majority of those affected 
are Christian, but many represent other minorities. 
  
This legislation would affect many charities in the UK, large and small, but more importantly 
could impact the lives of millions of Indian citizens who would lose services such as 
hospitals, hospices, and schools which their own government cannot provide. Possible to 
add affects on local community here. 
  
The following video, made by a journalist in India, gives an excellent summary of the issues 
involved. 
  

  

India’s non-profits are in a regulatory hell: The 2026 
FCRA amendment will make it worse 
youtu.be 
 

  
I urge you to ask the MP’s Party party to take a leading role in lobbying the Government to 
intercede with their Indian counterparts to prevent the implementation of this draconian 
legislation, which seems to be driven by ideological dogma but which could have profound 
implications for millions of Indian citizens and cause major problems for UK charities. We are 
in also dialogue with the Catholic Bishop of Leeds (Marcus Stock), who is one of our 
Patrons. 
  
Should you have any questions, please email or call me. My mobile number is Add your 
contact number 
  
Kind regards, 
  
My Address is: 
Add your address this address is in the parliamentary constituency of Add your 
parliamentary constituency name  
  
  

Add you sign-off – with your Name and Surname 

https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/U51nC0YG6t258Z4zFwfBU9FGEa?domain=youtu.be
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/U51nC0YG6t258Z4zFwfBU9FGEa?domain=youtu.be
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/U51nC0YG6t258Z4zFwfBU9FGEa?domain=youtu.be
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